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The Last Page
Dear friends,
Summer is here, and this year it has actually
been here since early May, as we have had
very warm weather since then, with too
little rain.
While driving from the Stockholm area
to eastern Värmland we saw that the fields
were not as green as they used to be, and
that the hay crop will be minimal. On the
other hand we have never had such beautiful red roses and white scented bushes
(member of the Philadelphus family).
The main genealogy event has been the
recent publishing of the Swedish-American church records online at Ancestry,
which I hope will be very useful when
tracking my own Americans.
Another new database that I really find
useful is the new Index to the Population
of Sweden 1860-1930, at Arkiv Digital. It
really helps when people tell where they
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are moving, but do not turn up where they
should be. Instead they might be five parishes away, and not easy to locate.
The Värmland Genealogical Society is
working on a new database of births, marriages and deaths in Värmland. The previous version 3 is from 2014, but this new
one, version 4, has almost 400,000 new
posts. It will be released in Växjö in early
September.
Our DNA project is still underway. My
husband has done the Y37DNA test, and
to our confusion his oldest male ancestor,
seems to be Norwegian(!). The ordinary
paper trail says that his oldest ancestor was
Erik Olofsson, born around 1617, and
probably in Leksand, Dalarna.
I happened to find a lady in America who
seems to be descended from my greatgreat-grandmother’s oldest sister Maria,

who was born in 1837 in Skärstad, close
to Gränna in Småland. Her three children
went to America, and I hope to learn more
about their lives there, as they have been
lost to us for a century or more.
When you do genealogy, you are never
without things to ponder!
Another project of my own is to try to
find out, on another line, where my 4th
grandmother Cajsa Jonsdotter, was born in
1766 in Värmland. Shortly after her marriage, her husband, Jan Svensson, started
to buy land, but there was no money in his
family, so Cajsa must have had some? That
means going through the court records page
by page, a slow business, but you find lots
of other interesting things along the road.
Till next time!
Elisabeth Thorsell
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